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Synopsis

Most people think of mathematicians as solitary, working away in isolation. And, it's true, many of
them do. But Paul Erdos never followed the usual path. At the age of four, he could ask you when
you were born and then calculate the number of seconds you had been alive in his head. But he
didn’t learn to butter his own bread until he turned twenty. Instead, he traveled around the world,
from one mathematician to the next, collaborating on an astonishing number of publications. With a
simple, lyrical text and richly layered illustrations, this is a beautiful introduction to the world of math
and a fascinating look at the unique character traits that made "Uncle Paul" a great man. A Kirkus

Reviews Best Book of 2013 A New York Times Book Review Notable Children’s Book of 2013
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Customer Reviews

Make a beeline for your local library’s children’s biography section and learn firsthand the shocking
truth about picture book bios of mathematical geniuses. Apparently there was only one and his
name was Einstein. End of story. The world as we know it is not overflowing with picture book
encapsulations of the lives of Sir Isaac Newton or Archimedes (though admittedly you could
probably drum up a Leonardo da Vinci book or two if you were keen to try). But when it comes to
folks alive in the 20th century, Einstein is the beginning and the end of the story. You might be so

foolish as to think there was a good reason for that fact. Maybe all the other mathematicians were



dull. I mean, Einstein was a pretty interesting fella, what with his world-shattering theories and
crazed mane. And true, the wild-haired physicist was fascinating in his own right, but if we’re talking
out-and-out interesting people, few can compare with the patron saint of contemporary
mathematics, Paul ErdA‘s. Prior to reading this book | would have doubted a person could
conceivably make an engaging biography chock full to overflowing with mathematical concepts.
Now | can only stare in amazement at a story that could conceivably make a kid wonder about how
neat everything from Euler's map of Konigsburg to the Szekeres Snark is. This is one bio you do
NOT want to miss. A stunner from start to finish.For you see, there once was a boy who loved math.
His name was Paul and he lived in Budapest, Hungary in 1913. As a child, Paul adored numbers,
and theorems, and patterns, and tricky ideas like prime numbers. As he got older he grew to be the
kind of guy who wanted to do math all the time! Paul was a great guy and a genius and folks loved

having him over, but he was utterly incapable of taking care of himself.
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